When Vajranabha the Asura sought to usurp Indra's kingdom, 
that Deva turned to Krishna, the Yadava for help. Mean- 
while, Vajranabha’s daughter Prabhavati hearing of the 
valour of Pradyumna, Krishna’s son, had mentally chosen 
him for a husband. Krishna uses this development aad 
sends Pradyumna to Vajra in the guise of the actor Bhadra. 
Pradyumna secretly marries Prabhavati, and slays 
Vajranabha. 


Nikumbha, Vajranabha's brother, flees to Shatpura and 
establishes a City there. How Nikumbha tries to avenge his 


Oe | brother's death is the subject of our tale. Our adaptation 
A KINE is based on the story as it appears in the Harivamsha—the 
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Purana that has given rise to much controversy. 


Even though the characters of the Mahabharata appear in 
the Harivamsha also, and though some people consider it as 
the last parva of the Mahabharata, scholarly opinion does 
not accept it as a part of the great epic, Whatever the 
literary merits or demerits of the Harivamsha, it is certainly 
a storehouse of interesting and entertaining tales and 
episodes. 
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4 PRADYUMNA , THE SON OF KRISHNA AND ХИА, RODE PROUDLY INTO 
DWARAKA WITH HIS BRIDE PRABHAVAT/, THE DAUGHTER OF THE ASURA, 
VAJRANASHA, WHOM HE HAD CONQUERED AND SLAIN, 


| TEARS OF JOY FILLED RUKMINI'6 EYES 46 SHE LOOKED ON HER SON LEADING | 
PRABHAVATI IN. - 


ÅTHANK GOD. YOU ARE SAFE, MY SON! 
TO COME BACK ALIVE FROM A 
COMBAT WITH THE INVINCIBLE 
VAJRANABHA , IS POSSIBLE 
ONLY WITH DIVINE 
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amar chitra katha 


PRADYUMNA , WE ARE LEAVING 
FOR RAIVATAKA TOMORROW 
FOR THE GRAND SACRIFICE 

А Ip BE HELD IN HONOUR L 


Л 
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| EARLY NEXT MORNING, 
KRISHNA SET OUT FOR RAIVATAKA ACCOMPANIED BY Hi 
OFFSPRING; KINSMEN AND -RETINUE, - ЭР 5 
F WHILE THE ELDERS AR 


BUSY AT THE SACRIFICIAL 
A GROUNDS, WE WILL WANDE 
, INTO THE WOODS. 


ZBHANUMATIL 


COME! THIS IS $ 
OUR CHANCE! 
NO ONE?S 
LOOKING ! 
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01 may vou FALL INTO | ' 
THE HANDS OF YOUR 
TRADITIONAL FOES, 


- О DURVASA , HOW САМ 
W/ А WISE SOUL LIKE 
| YOU CURSE AN Å 
INNOCENT CHILD— SERERE 
M АМО SO 


HARSHLY 


LIKE ALL BAD-TEMPERED PEOPLE, see SHE WILL REMAIN 
DURVASA FELT SORRY FOR HIS RASH | |UNSULLIED. SHE WILL 
.... А curse очса | AN AND a ОТНУ 
UTTERED BY ME CANNOT|| | HAPPY HOUSEWIFE. 
BE REVOKED. IT MUST ቤኤ. | 
COME ТО PASS. Moe 
HOWEVER» ۰۰۰ di 


АЫ LET'S NOT BREATHE A 
| WORD OF THIS TO ANYBODY, | 
IT WILL CAUSE THEM UN- Д 


BESIDES, WHAT THE SAGE 
SAID CANNOT BE. OUR 
CITY, GUARDED BY MY 
FATHER, UNCLES AND 
GRANDFATHER , 5 
IMPREGNABLE. 
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| MUST SOON HOLD A SWAYAMVARA 
FOR MER, THE TESTS FOR THE . 
SUITORS SHALL BE SUCH THAT 

ONLY THE MOST WORTHY WILL 

BE ABLE TO ММ HER, | WILL 

HOLD IT WHEN WE RETURN p 


SINCE THAT FATEFUL DAY WHEN 
| FLED FROM THE BATTLE OF 
№ VAJRA АМО CAME HERE, I'VE 
ONLY ONE THOUGHT, | MUST 
DESTROY THE WIN YADAVAS, 


ALL THESE YEARSOF LORD! LORD! i HAVE 

WAITING HAVE NOT SOOD NEWS FOR YOU! 

SHOWN ME THE WAY DWARAKA IS VIRTUALLY 

TO AVENGE MY UNGUARDED. 

BROTHER'S _ қ ጠይ 
DEATH, 


Ж SON OF KRISHNA AND SATYABHAMA ` 


8۸ 
| KRISHNA AND THE YADAVA | SURELY THEY COULD W 
MEN, WITH THEIR WIVES, NOT HAVE LEFT | 
; HAVE GONE AWAY ON ል THE CITY / 
A. LONG PLEASURE y ~ UNGUARDED! _ 

~ CRUISE. 2 ) ) 


Y WELL! THE AGED UGRASENA 
AND VASUDEVA HAVE STAYED 
BEHIND. AND, OF COURSE; THE 
YOUNG MAIDENS OF THE 
FAMILY ARE THERE; WITH 
THE OLD MAIDS TO 
WATCH OVER THEM. 
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AT DWARAKA , BHANUMATI AND HER COMPANIONS WERE OUT IN THE GARDENS OF TRE 
SECLUDED INNER APFARTMENTS OF KR/SHNA?S PALACE, | HEARD THEM 


ь KE” | TALK ABOUT THE BOAT THEY Y 
WERE ТО SAIL IN, IT © MADE 69 
OF GOLD AND HAS INNUMER- Kae 
ABLE ROOMS. AND EACH ይወ ٢ 
ROOM IS ADORNED ቐ 
WITH SAPPHIRES 
AND PEARLS! 


IF ONLY WE WERE N 
MARRIED WE TOO COULD ነ 
| HAVE GONE ON THE CRUISE 


| TOO HEARD MY MOTHER 
AND FATHER TALK 


ABOUT SOMETHING. 
; | IT CONCERNED YOU» 
ہے ہے‎ 
WHAT 3 
WERE THEY | 


SAYING? „NIE 


YOUR FATHER HAS DECIDED \ 
TO HOLD A SWAYAMVARA 
FOR YOU AS SOON AS 2 
~ HE RETURNS, AND... Z 


BHANUMATI 


OH! HAS HE? HE 
WILL FIRST HAVE 
TO RESCUE HER 
FROM MY PALACE 
AT SHATPURA 


WAY TO AV 
My BROTHERS 


RESCUE HER, 
LL DEFEAT 
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THE EVIL SORCERER 
MUST HAVE MADE 
HIMSELF AND THE 
~ CHILD INVISIBLE. 


WHAT! KING A 


4 pr 


21- T^ 
7” KRISHNA! THE SĘ || 
| EVIL ASURA МКОМВНА ы 
‚ HAS ABDUCTED 
Em BHANUMATI. 
- — 
HE MADE ہے جج‎ 
HIMSELF AND THE 
GIRL INVISIBLE. 
WE WERE 
> HELPLESS. 


Y LET'S INFORM 
KRISHNA 
\ IMMEDIATELY 


ው г 


ih i 

pw 
"HAVE HEADED FOR HIS A 
CITY. МЕЦ. PURSUE HIM 4 


“4 „8 z ~~ 


? KRIGHMA?S COUSIN, WHO HAD COME TO DHARAKA TO VISIT AIM. 


amar chitra katha 
WHEN BHANUMATI REGAINED CONSCIOUSNESS — 


COWARD! DO YOU THINK 
YOU LL ESCAPE THE 
WRATH OF MY UNCLES 
AND MY 6RAND- 


/ TAKE ME BACK, Wi | ONCE WE REACH SHAT- 
[AND 174 ASK THEMPZ 二 -一 
TO SPARE YOUR Jf Z 


3 PURA, IT 16 THEIR LIVES 
መመመ THAT YOU WILL HAVE TO 
LIFE. = N 


WITH SUCH A HEADSTAKT, 

| WILL BE SAFE WITHIN 

MY CITY BEFORE THE 
YADAVAS REALISE 


SHE'6 MISSING. 


IT?S GARUDA! 
KRISHNA HAS CAUGHT 
UP WITH ME! 


amar chitra katha 
| TERRIFIED; BHANUMATI FAINTED, KRISHNA, ARJUNA AND POM DARED NOT STRIKE 


PLL USE MY ARROWS. 
I'LL BE ABLE TO 
PIERCE HIM WITHOUT 
HARMING HER. 


А-А-АН! THE PANDAVA 15 NOT KNOWN ~ Dez 

TO BE THE BEST ARCHER OF ALL TIMES 
FOR NOTHING. | WILL NOT BE 
ABLE TO DEFEND MYSELF 
AND KEEP My HOLD ON 


THEY WILL NEVER 
KNOW WHERE ! AM, 


WHEN THEY WERE CLOSE UPON ٨ 
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amar chitra katha 
NI m s 


ARJUNA KEPT SHOOTING ARROWS AT HIM, PIERCING ٥ JEG ጫ Me TALS, 


BHANUMATI 


TAKING A SUDDEN DIP + ++ : * HE DROPPED DOWN EXHAUSTED, 


LEAVE HER AT DWARAKA 
| AND COME BACK. WE "LL 
FINISH NIKUMBHA 


amar chitra katha 


TO HIS CITY. IF НЕ 
_ ENTERS THE CAVE, 


| LEFT HER SAFE WITH 
ВНАМЏ, HE WAS TERRIBLY 
DEJECTED, AND WONDERED 
IF HE WOULD EVER FIND 


THE COWARD 
в HIDING IN 


amar chitra katha 
PRADYUMNA RAISED HIS VOICE AND BEGAN TO TAUNT MIKUMBAA, 


THE ASURAS ARE A 

VALOROUS PEOPLE 

INDEED! WHEN 

ASSAILED, THEY 

HIDE BEHIND WOMEN 

OR THE GATES OF 
THEIR CITY, 


THE YADAVAS MUST BE 

TAUGHT A LESSON. 

PLL 6O OUT AND 
FINISH THEM. 


COME, TASTE 
THE VALOUR OF 
THE ASURAS, 


BHANUMATI 


MPATIENT TO WEBAK VENGEANCE ON THE EVIL ASURA, ARJUNA RANED ARROWS N 
THE DYRECTION OF TKE WONGE, x 


omar chitra katha 


BHANUMATI 


amar chitra katha 


7 `” FATHER! DEN 
/ WICKED NIKUMBHA | 


IS NOT DEAD, HE 
HAS ESCAPED / 


LEAVING HIS BODY || 
ے۔‎ መ 4 


ARJUNA AND KRISHNA BURST OUT LAUGHING, 


THE UNDAUNTED PAIR WERE AMUSED ВУ TKE 
NEAT TRICK PLAYED OW THEM, 


AND THE THREE OF THEM TOO SPLIT INTO 
INNUMERABLE FORMS. |- 


HIS 


AN ILLUSORY 29% 
WE*LL DO - 


> THE ЗАМЕ, 


BODY. 
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HE HAS SPLIT EACH 


FRACTION OF 
AND COVERED EACH 


INTO SEPARATE BITS 


BIT WITH 


EARTH FILLED WITH THOUSANDS OF N/KUMBHAS. 


amar chitra katha 

| MUST SEIZE THE 
FORMS OF ARJUNA. 
“THE DEADLIEST , 
ARROWS ARE 


BHANUMATI 


I SHALL CARRY HIM 
AWAY, LEAVE HIM INSIDE 
MY CITY AND RETURN ТО , 


| TACKLE THE OTHER 
O 


WHEN KRISHNA AVD PRADYUMNA SAW 
ARJUNA BEING CARRIED AWAY — 


LET'S PIERCE HIM WITH 
OUR ARROWS IN QUICK 
SUCCESSION AND CUT 


px መሥ HOLDING AN БЕЛГІ, 


amar chitra katha 


| WILL HAVE TO USE 
MY DIVINE POWERS AND 


PERCEIVED THE TRUE МКИМЕНА STANDING OUT BRIGHT 
ILLUSORY 


ONES, , 。 
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BHANUMATI 
AS PRADYUMNA BROUGHT HIS CHARIOT BENEATH MKUMBHA, THE DISCUS SEVERED | 
THE HEAD 


Fa @ THE EVIL AGURA FROM THE BODY +++ 
G= 


x 


BUT HE WĄS RECEIVED IN PRADYUMNA?S CHARIOT. 


THE ASURA 15 SLAIN. BUT THINK 
OF THE SHAME!HE ABDUCTED MY 
DAUGHTER AND TARNISHED HER 

REPUTATION. WHO WILL же ም 


TAKE HEART, BHANU., THERE | ` 
18 SOMETHING | HAVE 


BHANUMATI 


50, DO NOT LAMENT. WHAT HAD 
ТО HAPPEN, HAPPENED, GIVE AN EMISSARY TO 
\ YOUR DAUGHTER TO SAHADEVA, BRING SAHADEVA 
~ FOR THAT PANDAVA IS VIRTU= 
“046, HEROIC AND HAND- 


THE SAGE'S CURSE DID COME 
TRUE AFTER ALL, BUT SO HAVE 
(Y HIS BLESSINGS. WHO WOULD BE 


> A BETTER HUSBAND THAN THIS 
726 ዎገ POWERFUL PANDAVA? 


